No effect of immunomodulatory therapy in focal epilepsy with positive glutamate receptor type 3--antibodies.
Antibodies against the glutamate receptor type 3-(GluR3) have been found in association with Rasmussen's encephalitis (RE) but were also detected in patients with non-inflammatory focal epilepsies. We report the case of an 18-year-old patient with treatment refractory left mesial temporal lobe epilepsy accompanied by high levels of GluR3 antibodies. Different from experiences in patients with RE immunomodulatory therapy by use of intravenous gammaglobulines neither altered GluR3 serum levels nor had any effect on seizure frequency in our patient. Interestingly, GluR3 serum levels remained positive after successful surgical intervention leading to patient's seizure freedom.